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collectivization; for, while there is a superfluity of unskilled
human labour, there is an enormous shortage, despite agricul-
tural mechanization, of draught cattle. The Soviet press stated
that up to the middle of February no more than 50 per cent
of the tractor repair plan had been fulfilled. This is another
blow for Russian State economics: and it is a blow which strikes
at the roots, not only of the regime, but of Bolshevism as a
whole. The regime must, therefore, have a greater interest
in finding fodder for draught oxen than in saving starving
people. The Soviet press devotes columns to the question of
draught oxen and the problem of increasing their numbers.
Pravda announced on February 22,1934, that the Russian cattle
stocks were to be increased shortly, "partly by way of purchases
of cattle." In other words, quantities of grain which might
save innumerable lives will be exported and the foreign exchange
thus obtained will be used to buy and import cattle.
Possibly the methods of Moscow in dealing with the factor
of unskilled labour are illustrated even more strikingly by an
example not from the agricultural south, but from the far
north. This was in the winter of 1933* when all available
timber stocks had to be exported as quickly as possible to
save the economic system.
On February I, 1933, the Pravda Severa> the Archangel
Soviet organ, published a Moscow decree which may certainly
be called a historic document. It openly declared that timber
exports were a capital element in the "exchange battle" and
hence in the fulfilment of the second five-year plan; further,
that the deliveries of timber had been wholly inadequate in
the northern districts, and that consequently there would be,
from March 7 to 10, a "militant mobilization of all workers
and all collective farm and individual peasants"; in other
words, of the entire population of the northern districts. This
movement was to be called—note the slogan—"Stalin's timber
crusade."
The decree laid down that everyone was to proceed to the

